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THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Those who have been baptized continue on the path of

Christian initiation through the sacrament of

confirmation. In this sacrament they receive the Holy

Spirit whom the Lord sent upon the apostles on

Pentecost. This giving of the Holy Spirit conforms

believers more fully to Christ and strengthens them so

that they may bear witness to Christ for the building up

of his Body in faith and love. They are so marked with

the character or seal of the Lord that the sacrament of

confirmation cannot be repeated.

GUIDELINES

A. The candidates must have attained the 8th grade

and/or high school.

B. Candidate must provide a copy of their

baptismal certificate. Baptismal certificates of

adults must have been issued within the last six

months.

C. Must be participating in a program of

systematic catechesis either in the parish, the

Catholic school or the home.

D. Must have a basic understanding of the Bible,

the Creed, the sacraments, the Christian life and

prayer.

E. Must have no impediments to participating in

the Eucharist such as being in the state of mortal

sin or not married in the Church.

F. Participate in the sacramental life of the Church,

especially Eucharistic liturgies.

Canon 879

The Sacrament of confirmation

strengthens the baptized and

obliges them more firmly to be

witnesses of Christ by word and

deed and to spread and defend

the faith. It imprints a

character, enriches the gift of the

Holy Spirit the baptized

continuing on the path of

Christian initiation, and binds

them more perfectly to the

Church.

Canon 880

§1. The sacrament of

confirmation is conferred by the

anointing of chrism on the

forehead, which is done by the

imposition of the hand and

through the words prescribed in

the approved liturgical books.

§2 .The chrism to be used in the

sacrament of confirmation must

be consecrated by a bishop even

if a presbyter administers the

sacrament.

Canon 881

It is desirable to celebrate the

sacrament of confirmation in a

church and during Mass; for a

just reasonable cause, however,

it can be celebrated outside Mass

and in a worthy place.
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G. Confirmation may not be repeated.

H. The confirmands are required to send letters to

the Bishop expressing their reason for wanting

to be confirmed as well as providing some

information about themselves, such as studies,

interests, family etc.

The Celebration of Confirmation

GUIDELINES

A. The sacrament of confirmation is to be celebrated

according to the norms of the Rite of Confirmation.

B. The sacrament of confirmation should be held at

a time when the parish community can witness

and participate in this celebration of the growth

of their parish family.

C. Since the stole is the vestment of Holy Orders

(priest, deacon), the use of stoles is prohibited.

D. Sensitivity to the cultural experience of the

community needs to be considered when

preparing the liturgy.

E. Accommodations should be made for candidates

with special needs. Interpreters of sign language

for deaf and hearing-impaired candidates should

be provided.

F. The dress encouraged for the candidate should

reflect the spirit of the ceremony.

G. In order to express the intimate relationship of

Confirmation to Baptism, all candidates may

retain a Baptismal name or choose an additional

patronal name.
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The Minister of Confirmation

GUIDELINE

If the Bishop is not available for the normal

administration of confirmation, permission is given

to the Vicar General and the Vicar Foraine or his

equivalent shall be the minister.

Canon 882

The ordinary minister of

confirmation is a bishop; a

presbyter provided with this

faculty in virtue of universal

law or the special grant of the

competent authority also confers

this sacrament validly.

Canon 883

The following possess the faculty

of administering confirmation

by the law itself. Within the

boundaries of their jurisdiction,

those who are equivalent in law

to a diocesan bishop;

§1 As regards the person in

question, the presbyter who by

virtue of office or mandate of the

diocesan bishop baptizes one

who is no longer an infant1 (1)

or admits one already baptized

into the full communion of the

Catholic Church.

§2. As regards those who are in

danger of death, the pastor or

indeed any presbyter.

Canon 885

§1. The diocesan bishop is

obliged to take care that the

sacrament of confirmation is

conferred on subjects who are

properly prepared and

reasonably seek it.

§ 2 A presbyter who possesses

this faculty must use it for the

sake of those in whose favor the

faculty was granted.

1 See Canon 97 § 2 and Canon 99.
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Confirmation Sponsors

GUIDELINES

A. Opportunities for catechesis should be offered

to the sponsors in order to assist them in fully

understanding their role in the ongoing

formation of the candidates.

B. The sponsors should participate with the

candidates in their preparation, as well as the

celebration.

C. To perform the role of sponsor, it is necessary

that a person:

a. Be designated by the one to be

confirmed, by the parents or the one who

takes their place or, in their absence, by

the pastor or minister and is to have the

qualifications and intention of

performing the role

b. Has completed the sixteenth year.

c. Be a practicing Catholic who has been

confirmed and has already received the

Sacrament of the Eucharist and leads a

life in harmony with faith and the role to

be undertaken.

d. Not be bound by any canonical penalty

legitimately imposed or declared.

e. Not be the father or mother of the one to

be confirmed.

D. More than one sponsor can be used but only

one is designated as the liturgical

sponsor if permitted by the pastor.

Canon 892

Insofar as possible, there is to be

a sponsor for the person to be

confirmed; the sponsor is to take

care that the confirmed person

behaves as a true witness of

Christ and faithfully fulfills

the obligations inherent in this

sacrament.

Canon 893

It is desirable to choose as a

sponsor the one who undertook

the same function in baptism.

Canon 889

§1. Every baptized person not

yet confirmed and only such a

person is capable of receiving

confirmation.

§2. To receive confirmation

licitly outside the danger of

death requires that a person who

has the use of reason be suitably

instructed, properly disposed,

and able to renew the baptismal

promises.

Canon 890

The faithful are obliged to

receive this sacrament at the

proper time. Parents and

pastors of souls, especially

pastors of parishes, are to take

care that the faithful are

properly instructed to receive

the sacrament and come to it at

the appropriate time.
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E. A proxy may be used, but it is recommended

that someone nearby be chosen to sponsor, so

that he/she can become more involved in the

candidate’s preparation.

F. For the sacrament of confirmation the

parental role like that of all the sacraments is

one of spiritual companion and advisor. As

part of their continuing support and witness,

parents should attend catechetical sessions

provided by the parish for their own

formation and to assist and encourage their

child.

G. Keeping in mind that all catechesis should

lead a person to a conscious, active and living

faith, each parish should provide a process of

immediate preparation to celebrate the

Confirmation.

Those to be Confirmed

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops states

that the Sacrament of Confirmation may be

administered between the age of discretion and about

age 16.

Canon 891

The sacrament of confirmation

is to be conferred on the faithful

at about the age of discretion

unless the conference of bishops

has determined another age or

there is danger of death or in the

judgment of the minister a grave

cause suggests otherwise.

Canon 894

To prove the conferral of

confirmation the prescript of

can. 876 are to be observed.
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Recording Confirmation

GUIDELINES

A. High schools that prepare students for

Confirmation and celebrate the sacrament of

Confirmation should follow these procedures:

1. The celebration of Confirmation is recorded in

the parish were the celebration takes place.

2. If it is celebrated in a place other than a parish,

the high school must notify the parish within

whose boundaries it is located so the

sacramental information can be recorded in

the Confirmation register.

B. The parish of record notifies the parish of

Baptism. High schools should verify baptismal

information directly from a baptismal certificate.

C. For multiple parish Confirmations that take place

in one location, the Confirmations are to be

recorded in the home parish Books with the

notation “at name of location.” (i.e. Joseph Smith

St. Odilia Parish at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,

December 11, 2009)

Canon 895

The names of those confirmed

with mention made of the

minister, the parents and

sponsors, and the place and date

of the conferral of confirmation

are to be recorded in the

confirmation register of the

diocesan curia or, where the

conference of bishops or the

diocesan bishop has prescribed

it, in a register kept in the parish

archive. The pastor must inform

the pastor of the place of baptism

about the conferral of

confirmation so that a notation

is made in the baptismal register

according to the norm of canon

535.

Canon 896

If the pastor of the place was not

present, the minister either

personally or through another is

to inform him as soon as possible

of the conferral of confirmation.


